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HISTORY RESEARCH RESOURCES
October is National Family History Month and the Westchester
Township History Museum is ready to help with your research!
A common refrain in the genealogy world is “only 10% of all
genealogy records are online.” The Museum houses several
resources that are not available online and that may be useful
to your research.
For example, maps are valuable tools for history-based research.
Plat maps show ownership of land outside of town, and we have
Porter County plat maps for various years from 1876-2002. Other
maps detail town structures, and many historic maps show the
development of and changes to properties and areas, thereby
revealing aspects of life for the families that lived there.
City directories, which aren’t the same as telephone books, are
also useful resources. Our directories allow us to look up an
address and learn who lived at that property in that year (these
are only available after a certain number of years has passed,
they aren’t for current addresses).
The Museum also holds the Chesterton Tribune Photo Archive
and has print and microfilm versions of the newspaper. Museum
staff can search these for articles, obituaries, and images related
to your family to uncover more of your family’s story.
If you wish to use any of these or other offline sources, Museum
staff will happily assist you by appointment. We can help with online
genealogy, too. Access the online Ancestry Library Edition free
through the Library, either on your own device or one of our public
computers. To make an appointment or get other assistance with
your family history search, contact the Westchester Township
History Museum at 219-983-9715 or museum@wpl.lib.in.us.

In 1886, August Wahl
married Caroline
Lindstrom (above).
They moved to
her father’s
small farm in
Ballytown.
As her father,
Gustaf (bottom
right) aged,
August took over
the farm. Together
he and Caroline had
six children.
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Discover Your Family History
at Westchester Public Library
Genealogy
and
Research
Workstations
including
Now Available at
our Thomas Branch,
Hageman Branch, and
Westchester Township
History Museum

Thomas Branch • 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton • 219-926-7696
Hageman Branch • 100 Francis St., Porter • 219-926-9080
Westchester Township History Museum • 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton • 219-983-9715
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Friends of
the Library

FALL
Book Sale
OCTOBER

Sat. 8 & Sun. 9

9 am - 4 pm

Members only preview on friday, OCTOBER 7, from 4 - 8 pm

BAUGHER
CENTER
100 W. INDIANA AVE.
Chesterton, IN
219-926-7696
wpl.lib.in.us

Join the Friends of the Westchester Public
Library for their Fall Book Sale. Books
and movies of all genres will be available
at low prices.
Membership to the Friends of the Library may be
purchased at the Thomas Circulation desk, or at
the door the first night of the sale.
Proceeds from the sale are
donated to WPL and help
fund programs for all ages.

WESTCHESTER
PUBLIC LIBRARY
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WESTCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY
proudly presents

MOONLIGHT
MOVIES
Bring the whole
family for spooky
movies in the park!

HOCUS POCUS

October 21 at 6:30 PM
Hawthorne Park

(immediately following the Porter
Parks Department's Boo Bash)

THE NIGHTMARE
BEFORE CHRISTMAS
October 28 at 6 PM
Thomas Centennial Park

(immediately following the Duneland Chamber
of Commerce Downtown Trick-or-Treat event)

Eat, drink, and be scary! Attendees are encouraged to bring
a picnic and lawn chairs for personal comfort and enjoyment.
The Chesterton-Porter Rotary Club will oﬀer free popcorn
during the event, and cold drinks will be sold for $1.00.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 219-926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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PROGRAMS & CRAFT KITS FOR ADULTS

Stencil
Tote Bag
Painting
Tuesday,
October 11
6:30PM

Baugher Center

Ready for some colorful chaos? Explore the surprising art
of marbling shaving cream with paint to create a truly one-of-a-kind
stenciled canvas tote. For adults ages 18 and up.

Registration opens OCTOBER 4.
Register online or call 219-926-7696 to reserve your spot.
BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219- 926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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Dryer Hose Pumpkins

C E L E B R AT E

H ISP A N IC

H E R I TA G E M O N T H
Wednesday, October 5
1 - 2 PM

Hageman Branch

Turn a mundane household item into seasonal decor!
We’ll be using dryer hose, wire, and spray paint to create a pair
of perfect pumpkins. For adults ages 18 and up.

Monday, October 3 • 6-7 pm

Cartoneras are hand decorated books with cardboard
covers. La Loteria is the quintessential Mexican game.
Learn the history behind these, decorate your own
Cartonera and enjoy some rounds of La Loteria.
This program is for adults 18 and up.

Registration opens September 28.
Register online or call 219-926-9080 to reserve your spot.

LIBRARY LOT

at 2nd St & Indiana Ave, Chesterton
Program is located outside, bring your own blanket or chairs.

Registration opens September 26.
REGISTER ONLINE AT WPL.LIB.IN.US OR CALL 219-926-7696 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • 219-926-9080 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

W P L ’ s S U N DAY M AT I N E E

Bi-Focal Bookies
The Paris Dressmaker
by Kristy Cambron

Based on true accounts of how Parisiennes resisted the
Nazi occupation in World War II—from fashion houses
to the city streets—comes a story of two courageous
women who risked everything to �ight an evil they
could not abide. The Paris Dressmaker highlights the
brave women who used everything in their power to
resist darkness and restore light to their world.

Tuesday, OCTOBER 11
1 - 2 pm

Limited copies are
available at Hageman.

RATED
PG-13

HAGEMAN BRANCH

This program is for adults ages 18 and up.
Registration opens OCTOBER 4.
Register online or call 219-926-9080 to reserve your spot.

HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • 219-926-9080 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

SundaY,
Sunday, OCTOBER 16 AT 1:30 PM
Baugher Center
100 W. indiana Avenue, Chesterton, IN
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Hop Into
Open
Enrollment

DISCUSSION
GROUP
Monday, October 17 at 2 PM
Yale Needs Women
By: Anne Gardiner Perkin

Thursday, October 20
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Yale University, along with the rest of the Ivy
League, kept its gates closed to women until the
class of 1969. The reason for letting them in?
As an incentive for men to attend. Yale Needs
Women is the story of why the most elite schools
in the nation refused women for so long, and what
the first women to enter those halls faced when
they stepped onto campus.
Copies of the book will
be available for checkout
at the Thomas Branch.

For adults ages 18 and up.

Next Month’s Book

with Healthy
Communities
of LaPorte County

November 7: That Churchill Woman
By: Stephanie Barron

BAUGHER CENTER

100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton
REGISTER ONLINE AT WPL.LIB.IN.US OR CALL 219-926-7696 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

Making
Cards
with
Layering
Stencils
Wednesday, October 26
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Spend a relaxing hour making cards with layering stencils.
We will provide the materials, you supply the creativity.
This program is for adults ages 18 and up.

Baugher Center

Learn about Open Enrollment, and the plans that are available
to you for your 2023 health coverage. Join Ra’Shana from Healthy
Communities of LaPorte County to take advantage of the opportunity
to learn about health coverage and all the options that are out there.
REMEMBER--Open Enrollment this year runs from:
• October 31, 2022 - January 15, 2023
(with Marketplace)
• November 1, 2022 - December 15, 2022
(with Medicaid/HIP/Hoosier Healthwise/CHIP)

Baugher Center

This program is for adults 18 and up. Registration opens OCTOBER 13
Register online or call 219-926-7696 to reserve your spot.
BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219- 926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

WPL BOOK CLUB KITS

Over 30
fiction and
non-fiction
Book Club
Kit titles
available to
check out.

Host your own book club with a kit
from Westchester Public Library!
Each kit includes 20 copies of the same
title, and a list of discussion questions.
Create new friendships, strengthen
bonds, and learn all sorts of interesting
things by sharing a book together.

Registration opens OCTOBER 19.
Register online or call 219-926-9080 to reserve your spot.
BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219- 926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

7

FOR TEENS & TWEENS

Creepy
Specimen Jars
CRAFT
KIT:

For Tweens and Teens in Grades 5-12

Ready to start decorating for Halloween? Make your own specimen
jars, sure to give any room that additional creepy factor.

Registration for this kit
opens SEPTEMBER 29.
Reserve your kit online
or call 219-926-9080.
This kit is picked up at
HAGEMAN from October 6-13.

HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • 219-926-9080 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
8

Let's Make

Spiderweb
Macrame
FOR TWEENS IN
GRADES 5 - 8
Crafty and spooky! Join us as we make a spider web
decoration, perfect for Halloween.

TUE SDAY, October 18
6-7 PM

BAUGHER CENTER

Registration opens OCTOBER 11.
Register online or call 219-926-7696 to reserve your spot.

BAUGER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

Teens and TweensFollow us on Instagram at

wpl.teens

to get the scoop on programs,
services, monthly book challenges
and book reviews just for you!

+
TEENS
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TEEN
WRITING
WORKSHOP
Teens in Grades 9 - 12

November is National Novel
Writing Month, when people
challenge themselves to write
a complete novel. Thinking about
participating in NaNoWriMo, or want
some writing inspiration? Join us as
we discuss best practices, share ideas,
and learn about novels that were
made during past NaNoWriMos.

Thursday,
October 27
6-7 PM

BAUGHER CENTER

Registration opens October 20.

Register online or call 219-926-7696
to reserve your spot.
BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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MAGAZINES OF INTEREST
Cook’s Illustrated (Thomas and Hageman print and digital)
Cook’s Illustrated provides readers with recipes, cooking techniques, and
product and food recommendations exhaustively developed in our extensive
Test Kitchen facility - the same kitchen featured on our cooking show, America’s
Test Kitchen. Included are best ways to prepare favorite American dishes -from pot roast and chocolate chip cookies to grilled salmon and fruit cobbler.

Military History (Thomas print and digital)

Military History gives insightful and intellectual perspectives into the intriguing
world of war. The strategies, the battles, the people who make life and
death decisions are all dissected and discussed in this publication. For the
professional educator and the casual enthusiast, Military History provides hours
of satisfaction and enrichment.

THE GREAT COURSES
Lost Worlds of South America (DVD)
The dramatic terrain of South America is one of the great and thrilling frontiers of
archaeology. Buried by the centuries on soaring mountain slopes and beneath arid
deserts and lush jungles, the remains of extraordinary, majestic civilizations—many
completely unknown until recent decades—are now coming to light and raising
tantalizing questions about what else may be awaiting discovery.
These newly uncovered sites, as well as previously known ones such as Cuzco
and Machu Picchu, are by no means those of simple, “primitive” cultures, but
show astonishing sophistication in large-scale architecture, agricultural systems,
art, and urban organization, together with technological ingenuity that dazzles the
imagination. This region offers a fresh and revelatory look at how human societies
formed, from the earliest organized communities to cultures of huge complexity.
In Lost Worlds of South America, Professor Edwin Barnhart, director of the Maya Exploration Center, leads you
on an adventurous trek of discovery through the wilds of South America to the great, mysterious civilizations of
the ancients. In 24 eye-opening lectures, you’ll take an in-depth look at the emerging finds and archaeological
knowledge of more than 12 seminal civilizations, giving you rich insight into the creative vision and monumental
achievements of these wellsprings of human life.
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FOR KIDS

CODING
FOR KIDS
on ZOOM
For Kids in
Grades K - 4

Demystify the world of coding and learn about digital literacy
and citizenship with Miss Justine in this 4-week series.
This program will take place virtually via ZOOM.

THURSDAYS
10/6 • 10/13 • 10/20 • 10/27
4 - 5 PM
Registration opens SEPTEMBER 29.
REGISTER ONLINE AT WPL.LIB.IN.US OR CALL 219-926-7696 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Bring your little one to socialize with other children.
Whether you are new to the area, are looking for a
group of moms, or just want to get out of the house,
this is a wonderful way to meet other mothers and
caregivers to share stories and information.
Siblings are welcome.

TUESDAYS 9-10 AM
10/4 • 10/11 • 10/18

HAGEMAN BRANCH

!

For Babies Ages 0-2 and Their Caregivers

T

PLAYDAT E

r & Creat
e
k
e
in
FOR KIDS IN GRADES 1-4

Nazca Lines
of Peru

Learn about the ancient and mystical
Nazca Lines of Peru and create your
own replica to take home.

Monday
October 10
4:30-5:30 PM

Registration opens October 3.
Register online or call 219-926-9080
to reserve your spot.

HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • 219-926-9080 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

Wizardly
WPL
FOR KIDS
AGES 2-5,
WITH THEIR
CAREGIVERS

Kids will become witches and
wizards as they create magical wands
and brew some creepy potions.
Dress up and show off your Halloween
costume while casting spooktacular spells.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
4 - 5 PM
BAUGHER CENTER

HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • 219-926-9080 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

Creative Writing
Workshop for Kids

We will gather in honor of National Novel Writing Month
as we learn the building blocks of storywriting.

For Kids in Grades K-4.

Thursday, November 3 • 4-5 PM

Anyone can write a novel. You don't even have to know how
to write a novel to write a novel. You just need a few ideas, time,
and something to write with. It's as simple as that.

BAUGHER CENTER

Registration opens October 27
Register online or call 219-926-7696
to reserve your spot.

Registration opens OCTOBER 17
Register online or call 219-926-7696 to reserve your spot.

BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219- 926-7696 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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For Kids Ages 2-3 and Their Caregivers
Join Miss Cyndi and Grandma Ann for a very
active, musical storytime session.

Toddler
Time

MONDAYS 10-10:30 or 11-11:30 AM
11/7 • 11/14 • 11/21 • 11/28 • 12/5

HAGEMAN BRANCH

Tickle
Tales

Registration opens OCTOBER 31.

For Babies Ages 9-24 Months and Their Caregivers
Join Miss Ronnie for an interactive program filled
with songs, stories, fingerplays, and nursery rhymes.

HAGEMAN BRANCH

TUESDAYS 10-10:30 or 11-11:30 AM
11/8 • 11/15 • 11/22 • 11/29 • 12/6
Registration opens NOVEMBER 1.

Little Explorers
How Things Work
BAUGHER CENTER

For Kids Ages 4-6 and Their Caregivers
Join Miss Justine for stories
about “how things work.”

WEDNESDAYS 4-4:30 PM
11/9 • 11/16 • 11/23
11/30 • 12/7

Registration opens NOVEMBER 2.

Register for this five-week session online at wpl.lib.in.us
or call to reserve your spot.

BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-926-7696
HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • 219-926-9080
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MUSEUM

TRICKS
AT THE MUSEUM

AND TREATS

Saturday, October 8
2-44 pm
2-

Children ages 6-12 are invited to the Brown Mansion
for some old-fashioned Halloween fun.

CRAFTS • GAMES • STORIES • TREATS

Parents or guardians must accompany their child(ren).
Costumes are encouraged but not required.

WESTCHESTER TWP. HISTORY MUSEUM • 700 W. PORTER AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-983-9715 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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Music
at the
Museum

The First 100 Years:

Local Schools 1830s to 1930s

Join the Flashbacks and the return of
beloved top tunes from the last 500 years.
They focus on folk music from various
countries and include some classics
that you may have heard before.
The group is composed of Suzanne Keldsen,
playing guitar, recorders, and fiddle; Jim Nelson
on guitar; Lynn Edgemon playing guitar and banjo;
and Marti Pizzini on autoharp, dulcimer, and guitar.

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Thursday,
October 20
The Brown Mansion
WESTCHESTER TWP. HISTORY MUSEUM • 700 W. PORTER AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-983-9715 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
10 - 11 AM

Westchester Township History Museum

Museum Curator Serena Ard will discuss the earliest history
of Duneland's schools in Liberty, Jackson, Pine, and Westchester
Townships. Learn about how the schools developed, where they were
located, who the teachers were, and how much teachers got paid.
Attend in person at the Museum or on

.

Register for this program online or call 219-983-9715 to reserve your spot.
WESTCHESTER TWP. HISTORY MUSEUM • 700 W. PORTER AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-983-9715 • WPL.LIB.IN.US

Westchester Township
History Museum

'70 s Kid

Trivia
Night

Tuesday, October 25 · 7 PM
Were you a '70s kid? Do you know which cartoons, toys, and games
were popular in the 1970s? If so, this is the Trivia Night for you.
Teams of 1-6 people can vie for the prize.

BAUGHER CENTER
For more information call 219-983-9715.

BAUGHER CENTER • 100 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • WPL.LIB.IN.US

On display

July 9-December 30
The Museum presents an exhibit about one
of the biggest events to take place in our
community, the Chesterton Centennial.
Original souvenirs, posters, costumes,
and many photos will be on display.
Learn about the event that brought
thousands into town, and take a look at
what times were like in Chesterton in 1952.

The Westchester Township History Museum is open:
12pm - 5pm Wednesdays and the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays of the month. You can also visit on
Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday by appointment.
Call 219-983-9715 to reserve a time.

WESTCHESTER TWP. HISTORY MUSEUM • 700 W. PORTER AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • 219-983-9715 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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24/7 VIRTUAL SERVICES AT WPL.LIB.IN.US
OverDrive

Kanopy

hoopla

Novelist Plus

The New York Times

Novelist K-8 Plus

Ancestry Library Edition

INSPIRE

eBooks, Audiobooks,
and eMagazines

eBooks, Audiobooks, eMovies,
eMusic, eComics and more

Access original, quality journalism

Genealogical Research

Award winning movies, foreign films,
& inspiring documentaries

Expert readalike suggestions
for adults

Expert readalike suggestions
up to grade 12
Homework and research,
Consumer Reports, ASVAB and
SAT test prep and more

EBSCO database

Art, biographies, home improvement, nutrition,crafts, trade magazines,
newspapers, medicine and more

The OverDrive App
is being discontinued.

Explore your digital library!
Did you know you can borrow ebooks
& audiobooks from our library?

Making the switch
to Libby is easy!
Download the free
Libby app.

Get started in Libby!
The one-tap reading app
from our library.

Find your library and
sign in.
Your loans, holds, and
wish list items will be on
your Shelf.
Scan this QR code
to learn how to
install Libby on your
device (including
Kindle Fire tablets),
review FAQs,
register for free
training, & more!
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Check out the 24/7 digital lineup at wpl.lib.in.us,
including: ebooks • audiobooks • comics/graphic
novels • movies • TV • magazines • music
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If your child in grades K through 12 is in need
of reading help, this program is for you!
q
Designed to assist your child with his/her academic reading,
the library’s tutoring program offers a safe and welcoming
learning environment with volunteer tutors who will work
one-on-one with your child in half-hour increments.
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Start watching at
wplin.kanopy.com

WESTCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

PUBLIC
MEETING ROOMS
ARE BACK

Student sign-up sheets are available at Thomas
or online at wpl.lib.in.us.

WPL TECH HELP
Get help with apps, email,
and devices including
phones, tablets, and laptops.

Adult residents of the Library district
in good standing with the Library may
request a meeting room reservation.
All meetings or activities occurring in
Library meeting rooms must be free
and open to the public.
1. Ask for a meeting room request form
at the Thomas or Hageman Branches, or
download and print the form at home:
https://wpl.lib.in.us/meeting-rooms/
2. Submit your completed request form
at the Circulation Desk at Thomas or
Hageman. Reservations are not
guaranteed and will be processed on
a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst served basis.

FREE SERVICE

Call 219-926-7696 for
Tech Help availability
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Curbside Pickup hours:
Monday-Friday 1pm-6pm at Thomas Branch & Hageman Branch
Saturday 11:30am-4:30pm at Thomas Branch; Saturday 1:30pm-4:30pm at Hageman Branch
Sunday 1:30pm-4:30pm at Thomas Branch

THOMAS BRANCH • 200 W. INDIANA AVE., CHESTERTON, IN • (219) 926-7696
HAGEMAN BRANCH • 100 FRANCIS ST., PORTER, IN • (219) 926-9080 • WPL.LIB.IN.US
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WPL YOUTUBE

Look for our
Virtual
Programs and
Activities on
Check out our YouTube
channel and find a growing
collection of videos, featuring
storytimes, songs, STEAM
activities, crafts and DIYs,
book reviews, and more.
Find our YouTube link at:
wpl.lib.in.us

THE WiFi IS
ON IN OUR
PARKING LOTS.

FREE
Wi Fi

NEW MOVIE & TELEVISION SERIES RELEASES
Movie Title: DC League of Super-Pets // Rating: PG
Synopsis: Krypto the Super-Dog and Superman are inseparable best friends, sharing the same
superpowers and fighting crime side by side in Metropolis. However, Krypto must master his powers for
a rescue mission when Superman is kidnapped.
Movie Title: Thor: Love and Thunder // Rating: PG-13
Synopsis: Thor enlists the help of Valkyrie, Korg and ex-girlfriend Jane Foster to fight Gorr the God
Butcher, who intends to make the gods extinct.
TV Series Title: Green Planet // Rating: NR
Synopsis: Plants live secret, unseen lives. Using specialist cameras, this spectacular series allows us
to travel beyond the power of the human eye, to look closer at their interconnected world. Each episode
introduces a set of plants, reveals the battles they face, and the ingenious ways they’ve found to survive.
Sign up for the Westchester Public Library eNewsletter at wpl.lib.in.us.
Every month WPL will send an email about upcoming programs, classes, and events happening
at the library. WPL will absolutely never sell or give your email address to anyone else.
You always have the right to opt-out or opt-in to receiving our emails.
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